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ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL AMENDMENT (FUNCTIONS) BILL 2010 

Second Reading 
Resumed from 23 February.  

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [6.43 pm]: I support the bill. When we drive between Albany and Perth and see 
all the crosses along the side of the road, we can understand the amount of stress that road accidents have caused 
to people not only in the Albany community, but in all the communities along Albany Highway. Just before the 
2005 election, two young boys from Albany were killed in a car accident that should never have happened. One 
of those young boys had played in a football team that I had coached. It was very sad. I spoke at his funeral, and 
I became very close to his family. The mother and father of that young boy suffered terribly. They do not live in 
Albany any more. They have shifted to the other side of the country. No trauma counselling was available for 
these people, and they found it very hard to fit back into the Albany community. Both of the parents were very 
involved in the Albany community, in sport and in other areas. They were very outgoing people. But they just 
retreated within themselves, and they suffered greatly. I know a lot of the young people who went to the funeral. 
It was probably one of the biggest funerals that has been held in Albany for some time. I know from the looks on 
the faces of the young people who were at the funeral that that tragedy affected not only the parents, but also 
many other people.  

I have come across an accident on the road. The car had rolled over, and steam was still coming out of it. But we 
were very lucky, because although the person in the car had been seriously injured, we were able to get an 
ambulance for that person, and the person survived. But I had nightmares about that for quite a while, because 
when I came across that accident, I did not know what I was going to find. I cannot imagine what it must be like 
for people who come across a person on the side of the road who has been in an accident, and the trauma that 
they face afterwards. It affects not only the families and the siblings, but also the neighbours and other people in 
the community.  

I have been talking to the member for Girrawheen about the Victorian legislation. In Victoria, people who have 
committed serious traffic offences are required to talk to people who have survived a tragedy on the roads but 
have become a paraplegic or a quadriplegic. That is the only way that these people will realise the enormity of 
what they have done. We can put people in jail, or fine them. But if the person who has caused the accident can 
see the end result of what has happened to the victim and can say to the person, “I am sorry, I did this, and it is 
going to be with me for the rest of my life”, it will be better not only for the offender, but also for the victim. A 
person who has caused an accident may also suffer. A person may be driving a car and be involved in an 
accident, and the passenger may die and he survives. That person will then be responsible for the death of that 
other person. That person needs trauma counselling too, because even though the person has done something that 
is really bad, we need to look after that person for the sake of his future. As I say, we can put people in jail, but 
they have to carry this burden for the rest of their lives. 

Just before I became a member of Parliament, in 2001, there was a spate of accidents along Albany Highway. 
One school in Albany, St Joseph’s College, had nine students in one year die on the roads. A lot of young people 
from Albany go to Perth to a concert or to a nightclub, and they celebrate, and they get up the next morning and 
drive back to Albany. Most of the accidents along Albany Highway occur between Mr Barker and Albany. It is 
almost the end of the road, and people think they have only half an hour to go, and they relax. The majority of 
the crosses are in that area.  

It is very hard to say what sort of trauma counselling we should give to people. Road trauma affects different 
people in different ways. Two days after those two young boys had died, I happened to be driving to Perth. I was 
just outside Williams when a car came past me at about 160 kilometres an hour. The three guys in the car were 
mates of the guys who had died, and they waved out of the window and said “Watto, Watto” and all that sort of 
stuff. I happened to catch up with them at the coffee shop in Williams, and I said to them, “Didn’t you learn?” 
and they said, “Oh, it can’t happen to me.” So, they had seen one of their mates killed—one of the guys they had 
played footy with—but off they went still thinking that they were bulletproof and that road trauma would not 
happen to them.  

We should be counselling such people who are on the fringe of it and letting them know the consequences of 
what can happen not only to them, but also to their families and to everyone else involved—even to their 
workmates. Some workmates of the young boy who was killed were emotionally upset for quite a while. There 
are young guys like that at both ends of the spectrum. There are those who do not think about road trauma 
because they think it will not happen to them, and there are others who stop playing sport and stop going out for 
quite a while. I know some parents who got together and gave them their own sort of counselling to get them 
back on track.  
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I believe a road trauma trust fund would be very beneficial, especially in regional areas. There are not as many 
support services for people in regional areas as there are in the city. I do not know whether there are road trauma 
support services in the city, but in country towns everybody knows each other. If an 18-year-old in Albany has 
an accident, I will know that person; probably 70 per cent of people in the town will know that person. It 
would be a good thing if some support programs were available. As I said, not everyone would use them, but 
there are people who are desperately looking for some such services, and I think this bill presents a great 
opportunity in that regard. I believe 1.2 million people a year are killed in road crashes around the world, leaving 
behind shattered families and communities. I am not sure what the road toll is this year, minister; is it up or 
down? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It is roughly the same as it was this time last year. It has been coming down over the last few 
years and we obviously hope it will continue to come down, but it is very dangerous to try to predict a pattern or 
to say, “Well done.” 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I fully understand that. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: It is too early on in the year as yet. We’ve just got to keep getting the message out to people: 
drive more carefully, wear a seatbelt, try not to be distracted, do not drink and drive and do not speed. We’ve got 
to keep getting those messages out there. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: A twin lane for Albany would probably help. I am sure the minister would support me on 
that. 

I fully support this bill. It is a great thing to see the government putting some funding towards something like 
this road trauma trust fund. I fully support the government on that. It is something that we really need.  

One aspect of the bill is to assist with victim impact statements in court. That is a big aspect, as some victims 
might go to court and say that this or that is affecting them, but having someone there to help them will give 
them better closure. We would not want them to go home after and wish they had said this or that, and if they 
have someone who can help them, it will make a hell of a difference. 

I therefore fully support this bill. It is a great initiative not only for people in the regional areas that I represent, 
but also for people in the city, because there is nothing worse than getting that knock on the door. I got a knock 
on the door once when my daughter rolled a car about 100 kilometres from Albany. I got that knock on the door 
to tell me that she was okay, but I know the trauma I went through with that. I could not imagine what it would 
be like to get that knock on the door to tell me that my child or a member of my family had been killed. It is 
essential that we have a bill like this in place. I applaud the member for Girrawheen for bringing it to Parliament, 
and, as I say, I fully support it. 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [6.54 pm]: I take the opportunity to rise to 
support this Road Safety Council Amendment (Functions) Bill. I commend the member for Girrawheen for 
putting together a very thoughtful, simple and useful contribution to legislation in this state. I understand that this 
legislation will allow the road trauma fund to be used for extending counselling services to family members and 
those directly impacted by the incidence of road trauma. In some respects, this will close the circle around the 
issues of trauma as it impacts upon our community. We already have a health system that provides extraordinary 
services to the community for addressing the needs of people who suffer from the physical aspects of road 
trauma, and we already have a very effective Road Safety Council and law enforcement agency for addressing 
aspects associated with road trauma. However, what I like about this legislation is that it goes beyond those 
immediate elements associated with road trauma and allows a further dimension to the community’s response to 
the issue. 

I want to share with the chamber an incident that took place in my electorate in 2009 on the corner of Ennis 
Avenue and Elanora Drive. Tragically one evening an elderly gentleman was fatally hit by a truck moving 
through that intersection fairly rapidly. I do not think there is any issue about whether the truck driver was 
responsible for that death. I do not think the gentleman—whose name I will not use—was crossing the 
intersection in a manner that would have further endangered his life, but, unfortunately, he has left us. I never 
met the gentleman. I first became involved in the incidents surrounding this issue when I was involved in a 
multidepartmental working group convened by detectives at the Fremantle precinct of the police service. They 
brought together a range of departments, including the Department for Communities, the Department of 
Indigenous Affairs, the Department of Housing and a range of other government departments and service 
organisations, because at that time we were confronting some very difficult issues associated with conflict within 
different families from the communities in and around Rockingham and Kwinana. There was a lot of fighting 
and there was some very serious physical violence. The unique aspect of the group, called the antisocial 
behaviour working group, is that it went beyond simply addressing the issue of law enforcement. It actually 
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asked why these particular families were behaving towards each other in the way they were and why they were 
responding to external stimulation in their lives; that is, why they were responding so very violently to issues, 
threats or interactions in a way in which the rest of us, quite frankly, would not have responded. 

Members of the police force associated with this matter tried to resolve some of these difficult issues. They sat 
down with family members from both sides and discussed at some length the issues affecting those families. In 
this instance, it became clear that both families were highly traumatised by two very serious accidents. One 
accident had occurred on the road to Mandurah from Pinjarra in which some family members had died while 
members of another family were at the wheel of the car. I also mentioned the other accident that occurred at the 
corner of Ennis Avenue and Elanora Drive in addition to this event. It became clear to the police officers 
involved that these families were essentially responding to the trauma that they had experienced as a result of 
these deaths. They were responding to the anger and the hurt that they had associated with these traffic and 
vehicle accidents. It was clear that these families were falling through the cracks in terms of receiving 
counselling and getting access to the sorts of services that they needed to deal with and process the fallout from 
these very traumatic accidents on the roads. It is clear that these people needed a service that they could access 
so that they could receive a level of counselling that would allow them to process a lot of the hurt and pain they 
were experiencing as a result of their grief. However, rather than receive those services, they were left to thrash 
around in the system. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

House adjourned at 7.00 pm 
__________ 

 
 


